
 
 

THE COUNCIL ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND YOUTH HELD A YOUTH SUMMIT AT 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

 

Youngwood, PA – Westmoreland Drug and Alcohol Commission’s Council on Substance Abuse and Youth 

(CSAY) held its inaugural Westmoreland Youth to Youth Summit on Friday, February 17 at Westmoreland 

County Community College.  

At the event, youth were provided with information about substance abuse and risk reduction strategies they can 

utilize in peer-to-peer education and to empower their schools and communities in the fight to reduce substance 

abuse. 

A total of 21 schools were represented at the Youth Summit, including 16 of the 17 public schools, as well as 

Greensburg Central Catholic, Valley School of Ligonier, Central Westmoreland Career & Technology Center, 

Clairview School and Adelphoi Hartford Heights. Each school brought a group of students and at least one 

advisor. Belle Vernon Area High School was unexpectedly closed for the day and unable to attend. 

The students were greeted with a welcome by Westmoreland Drug and Alcohol Commission’s (WeDAC) 

Executive Director Colleen Hughes, who encouraged them with the summit’s theme: “To see the change, you 

have to be the change!”  Ms. Hughes noted that it has been more than a decade since all Westmoreland 

County’s public and private schools were brought together to address the topic of drug and alcohol abuse. 

Jamie Lloyd, WeDAC’s community mobilizer, along with Keynote Speaker Craig Tornquist, moderated the 

day’s events. 



Mr. Tornquist took the stage to deliver an hour of interactive motivation, entertainment and laughter. His 

message to the group was to consistently make good choices, take healthy risks and be brave enough to stand up 

for what they believe in.  

Students attended one of two breakout sessions to bring information back to the group.  These sessions were led 

by Acacia Houck from Greater Latrobe High School and Debbie Iwaniec.  Ms. Houck and Ms. Iwaniec lost 

their brother and son, Trooper Kenton Iwaniec, respectively, to a drunk driver.  The advisors from each school 

were given information about a grant application each school is eligible for and the expectations from CSAY. 

Prior to lunch, the entire group had 

the pleasure of watching a drum 

circle presentation led by Jim 

Donovan, the former drummer for 

Rusted Root, and Carmen Capozzi, of 

Sage’s Army.  The drum circle was 

an excellent example of how to think 

outside of the box when it comes to 

activities to bring to the schools.  A 

least one student from each school 

participated in the drum circle. 

After lunch, Valley High School 

student Bobby Campbell was 

presented with the first Change 

Award, given to a student who had 

created an example of peer-to-peer 

education. CSAY Chair Tracy 

Brown, Outside In, along with Co-Chair, Tracy Cremonese, Westmoreland County Juvenile Probation, 

presented the award. Bobby had created a poster on prescription drug take back locations.  

The summit concluded with students from each school providing a brief summary of an event they would like to 

host at their schools.  The ideas included staging a mock accident, holding a health fair and possibly petitioning 

to change specific school policy. 

 


